83. Chakra Teertha

In days of yore Vasishtha, Atri,and some other sages were
offering worship to Lord Sri Ranganathaat at Sriranga. One
day a Gandharva calted Sundara accompanied by one hundred
Gaiadharva ladies came to the rivet nearby/They were all bathing
in the waters of the river with naked bodies.

In order to offer their midday prayers Vasishtha and
some other sages also came to the river at the same time. The
ladies were afraid on seeing the sages. They put on their clothes
hurriedly. Vasishtha got furious and cursed Sundara to become
a demon. The ladies prayed to the sage to forgive their hus-
band saying "0 great sage, pardon this single fault of Sun^ra.
We can not live without him^. Vasishtha cooled down and
assured the ladies that Sundara would after sixteen years go to
a lake called Chakra teertha on Venkatachala and atte mpt to
devour sage Padmanabha, when the discus of Vishnu would cut
his head to save the sage. "Sundara will then regain his original
body and the period of curse will then end" said Vasishtha, T 'ho
then returned to his hermitage.

The  Gandharva  ladies began to weep as   Suncara
became a ^Rakshasa with a fearful body. Afraid to see Iiirn
they lefe him- Sundara became a Bhyrava and ate every one he
came across. He wandered everywhere and finally arriveC at

Vcakatadri; As the period of curse expired he happened to go
to CNrkfateertfaa to eat sage Padmanabha. The enraged s^gc
Padmanabha beseeched Sri HarL The Lord's discus rushed to
him and separated the Rakshasa's head from his body, Sundara